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who are genuinely interested in the struggle for justice. Such moral support and 
Christian generosity from you, our friends, in this momentous struggle, are of 
inestimable value in the continuance of our humble efforts. 

Again, may I express my deepest gratitude for your interest and support in our 
struggle for justice. 

Cordially yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 
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To Annemarie Schader 

20 June 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

In  a 13 June letter to King, Schader dem‘ed the luck of concern about the Montgomery 
boycott among her acquaintances: “They don’t feel, how very much more horrible and 
dificult your situation is, and that there is nothing worse in  the whole world but what 
white people did to you. For me the distance of some thousand kilometres is no excuse- 
somehow we are all guilty. ”Enclosing a $500 donation, Schader mote: “It is nothing 
but money; yet it i s  impmtant for me that you get back from white people what you had 
to pay to white people. ” 

Mrs. Annemarie Schader 
Parkring 37 
Zurich 2 

Switzerland 

Dear Mrs. Schader: 

Words can never adequately express our appreciation to you for the personal 
donation of five hundred dollars ($500.00). This is one of the highest personal 
contributions we have received, and I assure you that it will go a long, long way 
in helping us in our struggle. It i s  even more significant because it comes from a 
person of another country. This reaffirms my conviction in the fact that all hu- 
manity is involved in a single process, and that whatever affects one nation di- 
rectly affects every nation indirectly. 

We feel that in our struggle here in Montgomery we have cosmic companion- 
ship because of this abiding religous faith we have been able to stand through 
turbulent periods of our history. We know that although we stand now in the 
midst of the midnight of injustice we are only a few steps from the daybreak of 
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Again, let me express my appreciation to you. You will remain in our thoughts 27 June 

‘956 so long as the cords of memory shall lengthen. 

Cordially yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLKrb 
enc. Receipt #4ogg 
(Dictated by Rev. King but signed in his absence.) 

TLc. MLU-MBU: Box 89. 

“The Montgomery Story,” 
Address Delivered at the 

Forty-seventh Annual NAACP Convention 

King and A. Philip Randolph were the featured speakers at the forty-seventh 
annual NAACP convention, addressing a public session at the San Francisco Civic 
Auditorium that attracted mwe than a thousand delegates from thirty-five states. King 
discusses the historical background ofthe black freedom strug& and the emergence o f  
“a brand new Negro in the South, with a new sense of dignity and destiny. ”Despite 
violence and intimidation, King declares, the “[new] Negro in the South has been 
freedfi-om the paralysis of crippling fear. ”He concludes with a n  appeal for passive 
resistance to segregation and injustice. Signijicant variations between this audio 
transcript and typed or handwritten versions of Kings prepared text are noted.’ 

Mr. Chairman, distinguished platform associates, officers and delegates to this 
great convention, ladies and gentlemen. I need not pause to say how happy I am 
to be here this evening, and to be a part of this auspicious occasion. It is indeed 
a privilege and a distinct honor to have the opportunity of sharing the speaking 
responsibility this evening with that great American, A. Philip Randolph. [ a p  
plause] I am sure we all consider him one of the great men of our generation. It 
is also great to share the platform with Mrs. Rosa Parks. [applause] She too is a 
great symbol in our struggle. It was suggested to me that I talk this evening about 
the Montgomery story. I might say that the Montgomery story is only one story 
and I am sure that some of you, many of you, have already heard the Montgomery 
story by representatives from Montgomery who have been willing to go all over 

I. The handwritten version is from King, “The Montgomery Story, Address at 47th Annual NAACP 
Convention,” 27 June 1956. King’s typed version appeared as “Alabama’s Bus Boycott: What It’s All 
About,” US. News and Wmld Report, 3 August 1956, pp. 82,87-89. 299 
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